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| YON xi. 26. A 
But l @ man examine himſelf, as fri are 
| thai bread, and drink of that cup: T's 

v OD made man upright ;- but they, his poſ- 7 
- terity, have ſought out many inventions ö 
and of theſe, abuſing his divine inſtitutions . 5 
not the leaſt hurtful. That this was the ca 
th the Jews of old, is very clear, both in the old 
d new teſtament. Either they wete gone away 
dm his ordinances and had not kept them, % ũ᷑ r. 
erwiſe they had perverted them, and turned them... 
o empty formalities. + Hence the Lord make? 
quent complaints by his prophets, and oſten in- 
i to very little purpoſe ; for they were determin- 
to follow the imaginations of their own hearts,” +; + 
e find the fame ſtupid, felf-conceitednefs conti- | 
ed in our Savjour's time, inſomuck that old cu, 
s and ſenſeleſs traditions were ſet up inſtead ß 
dence to the words of «heir Redeenger; thus 3 
king the word of God of none effect that the ß 
ght keep their empty traditions. /- Thie was the | 
in the primitive church at à very early period, - 
ile the apoſtles were yet alive, as appears. 2 
n the chapter before us ; and henee the folemn/ 
inance of the Lord's Supper was abuse by he 
inthians who were grown wife in heft e 
ceit, yea wiſer than their tea „to the grea 8 pre 
of purity and goſpel ec the preſent 2 "De" >; 
ke out the fame evils unto: ud. Millions ate“ Rog 
oft avowed infdels, and reject every thing ſacret 85 i 
eine. And among ſuch as pay ſonie — 

the things'of ee we ſee much Rupid n 
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00 lads e 8 ind len genuid 
-.. love, * Numbers are almoſt ready to fight in main 
5 | Wd taining! ſome obſojete: form, ſqme-unſcriptural tr 
\.*,, "Ofon, to the deſtruction, the utter e 
mercy and the love of God. ad 
Many, very many are the N we God of ſacre 
things) . even now, and that ſhocking profanatiol 
of ide Lord's Supper is not one of ehe leaſt. Ing 
proper, parſyns, adminifter it, improper: perſons tt 
ekive it; ſuch as are ſhameſully. ignorant of its n 
Be ture, and ſuch as are a. diſgrace | to religion. in thei 
res. People are ↄſten urged to goto Sacrament 
as." tis called, yea it is often carried to perſons jul 
| Aying, to de their ſure paſſport, no doubt, whil 
. isnotang of the real deſign. of that bleſſed inftitutia 
eo attempt; remedy. in this caſe, is the deſig 
of the preſent diſcourſe; and let me entreat 500 
calm and gendid attention, while I endeavour 
explain and enforce the advice in the text: Bu 
un exqming himſelf, and fi him, eat al 
5. e eee p. 4. ien 
| From: tieoce it may be vroper. to encifider,, 2 
© "Firſts For what ends we N eat of. that , 
EY . hs ale drink of that cup. N 33 1 
oy - Secongly, Let a man, examine himſelf whe 
cee holy/ends.be anſwered in hin 
1 J. Firſt, then, for hat ends are we togat * 
ad. redo ebe, 
Li „ . That we,may profeſs our faith and onfident 
| 4s the Saviour of the world; apd; herein, eviden n 
that we belong to him, owning, ahd avowing bi 
de de ur Lotd and Redermer ;? alſo, acknowledgil 
5 chat we take Him for,our prophet, prieſt, and lig 
5 8 righteouſneſs, e 
Ae ſo that we acknowledge ng ſal alf 
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in any other, will knowing . 5 
name given among men whereby we can be ſaved _ 25 ö 
but the name of Jeſus. So that we renouncde 
« our o, both righteous and unrighteous deeds, 
« and live in him. tranſplanted, and from him re- 
« ceive new life.“ Therefore «we do not pre- | 
te ſume to approach his table truſting in our * 93 
ce righteouſneſs, but in his} manifold mercies 75 IN 
manifeſted in dying for us upon the croſs,, . 
He ſunk beneath our heavy woes, * | 

« To raiſe us to his throne ; 
There's not a gift Mis hand beſtows, 
11 But foſt his heart a groan.“ | 
In him is life to the dead, ſtrength i tht LES 
reſt to the weary, and pardon to the guilty : rA 
we announce to all the world by eating. of that N 
bread and drinking of that cupft "A 
2. We call to mind his death, bd ſho; which 2 
gives atis faction to that juſtice Which we have of- 
fended, that law which we bad broken, and there - 
dy had brought ourſelves under the curſe, ſeeing ie 
is written, Curſed is the man who continue th not "4 4 . 
ahings which- are written in the book of the law % © 
em. But the eating of that broken bread, and . 
drinking of that wine poured out, plainly point unf 
to that ſacred body, rent and torn for our offences g 
that precious blood ſhed to make reconciliation for ä 0 
tranſgreffion { there we ſee him wounded fir our 5 At 
tranſeroffions, bruiſed: for our Tniqui ies, that by. his 0 
iripes we might be bealed. 4 Amazin K 4 
Amazing myſtery ! Aſtoniſhing ac Here is 
Jiſtice demonſtrated, here is juſtice ſatisfied } Here 
i love ſtronger than death, Here is fedemption 
the curſes of the law, from the ſword of uf. 
dee, kram the "wrath of Gol, Tom e 

| we 

2. ® Dent, na 6, - — _ 


bd 


a 
. * * 


. „ yea; from the power of 
... the-grave and from everbaſting damnation ! O 't 
hriſt erucified ! To the Jews indeed a ſtumbling 
block, and to the Greeks ;fooliſtineſs, but to al 
that believe, Chriſt the aner of God, and Chrik 
be weden of God. bent... 1 
'# 5 ibi Fu ale all- tli e der! 
T5 eic 10 can, explore his ſtrange deſign? 7 
1 « 1 5 vain the "br born ſeraph tries eo 
To found the depths of love divine :. ; 
1” þ 24 Mae Tis mercy all! Let earth adore; | 
5, NB Let angel, minds -enquire no more, 
£29 It is an amazing inftance of human depravity thit 
ve need a means of this ſort, to perpetuate the me 
"36: mory, of ſo important a ttanſaction; but at the ſam 
time it ſhews-the amazing importance of the atoucs 
ment made upon the croſs; and in this ſtriking os 
ou d inance we ſet ſorth the Lord's death until he come: 
thus ſhould we giſcern the Lord's body, nailed u 
| 11 the craſs, and taking away the ſins of the wol 
Can any thing in the world render fin more odiou 
or the? wor1d more contemptible, than our incarnali 
35 Wop making his ſoul an offering for fin, capit 
gin tremendous, agonies upon the croſs?, _ 
3 By eating, of that bread, and drinking of thi 
| 42 7% up, we call our ſins to remembrance, a very ul: 
. * pleaſing meditation, but yet a neceſſary one, and] 
| 1 5 What we find holy, men were often engaged in 
And it fees the great annual atonement under ths 
Jaw was to anſwer that end, and therefore the apo 
"te lays, Bat in theſe ſacrifices, there is a remembrand 
tein made of fins every year, ®. And. if. that ſhadow} 
ordinance was to call fins to remembrance, much 
More this ſanding memorial, which, teſtifies that 
75 © Chriſt hath onee. uffered for fins, the juſt ſot che 
ee bine ys Go. Here then we are called 
R 1 1 19 Ke, Mon H8 4 > 
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to look back; MY trace it to its polluted tin. 
Thus we may ſee that by one man's diſobediencde 
many were made ſinners—that through the offence 15 
of one, judgment is come upon all men to con- By 
demnation; fo that we were ſhapen in iniquity, and 
in fin conceived. Having heard of him by the hear- 
ing of the ear; now the believer's eye ſees him, and 
feeing him abhors himſelf in duſt and aſhes. © Can 
any thing ſhew the malignity of fin like the amazing 
offering for fin } And ſhall not that feeling ſenfibi- 
tity drive us td the fountain open for fin and un- 
cleanneſs & to that blood of ſprinkling which ſpeak- 50g 
eth better things than that of Abel? Seme tell us, 
that St. Peter could never hear a cock crow, with- 
- out weeping 5 it bringing to him füch a keen re- 
membrance of the ſin of denying- his- Lord an 
Maſter. We often find David mourning like a ö 
dove, and deploring in bitter ſighs and deep groans. 
his paſt ſins and follies. It was this painful re. 
flection which brought that bleſſed declaration from 
St. Paul'stheart and pen, It it @ faithful ſaying, 4 
worthy of all accepratian, that Chrift Jeſus came ie 
the world to fave finners, of iubom am chief... * Preeidh > 
ous ſaying! Worthy of all acceptation indeed; : 
How well is it for us that there was a Paul; - am _ 
that he felt himſelf a ſinner ? That has made him Y 
ſa-amazingly ſkilful in pointing to the ſinner's onl7 
refuge. This is a needful qualſfication in all the oe 
miniſters of the goſpel, I mean a heart felt acquaiut- 
ance with tbemſelves and their Saviour; thus 'while / 
we view and receive/the ſymbols of our Savicurs 
broken body, ſhould not the remembrance of our 
- in de grievous! and the burthen bf it mama: oy *. : 


beat? Yes, our N. r 80 Id 
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eg OM. Ab. give me, Lord, my fios to mon; 
My fins, which have thy body en; 
ire me with broken heart to ſee 
F Thy haſt tremendous agony x 
7 0 % To weep ober an expiring God, 
% And mix my ſorrows with thy blood. NR: 
40 my fellow ſinner, let thy pride, anger, luſt, 
bio to the world, unbelief, and in a word, a nature 
o polluted: that it is altogether as an unclean thing, 
and thy very righteouſneſs as filthy rags, I ſay, 
Jet. all this be written if poſſible in tears of blood] 
Yea and even let that blood be waſhed in the blood 
of thy dear Saviour! But then, let the abhorrence 
of thy ſin be manifeſted in for ſaking of it z don't 
Tet thy confefing fin be a plea for living in it. Shall 
. we continue in fin that grace may abound ? God 
- - forbid, No, let the time paſt ſuffice us to have 
4 wrought the will of the Gentiles. Sutely you can- 
not indulge that which bath ſo mangled, rent and 
torn the Lamb of God ! Surely you cry out 
Fee you my fins, my cruel fin | 


His chief tormentors were 
"i - «Bach of my crimes became a nail, b 
,* And unbebef the ſpear. b 
_ 3 in re- 
—_—apcc that Chriſt died for t, and thereby | 
coe our faith in him. But then, it is neceſ- 
ds obſerve, that we muſt have faith in him. 1 
fear æ grievous miſtake lies here; and char is, many 
think they have faith who have it not; that they 
vr a-falſe. concluſion from falſe premiſes : Many | 
lude themſelves believers. becauſe they baue 
been baptized, and becauſe they give their aſſent to 
the being of a God, and ſome other artieles which 
they have been accuſtomed to hear. And I feat 
the ceremony of baptiſm is inſtead of re- 
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and encouragement for this conjecture ; only 
attend unto it. We yield thee hearty thanks, 
e moſt merciful Father, that it hath: pleaſed thee to) 


© regenerate this infant with thy Holy Spirit, to 


| 10 receive him for thine own child by adoption, and: -: 
« to incorporate him into thy holy church.” Te | 


ſame dreadful error is confirmed in the Catechifad;: 


« Who gave you this name? My godfathers and! | 


„ podmothers, in my baptiſm, wherein I was müde 
« member of Chriſt, a child of God, and an ine 
tc heritor of the kingdom of heaven.” - Now let 
reaſonable man conſidet this, and is it any wonder. 
that ſo many thouſands are reſting without fam 
when they 2 thus taught, yea; confirmed herein? 
What is a fundamental error if this be not? This 
makes me ſay, we muſt have real faith before 
enn increaſe therein. But what is faith? I aufer, 


The ſubtance of things hoped for, and the evident® af. ; 


things not ſeen. But does repeating a few; words, 


water in the face of a child make it a believer ?: 
Surely Hat faith is the gift of man, and-/ not het® 
gift of tote, With this pitiful fancy many.degeive: 
themſelves, crying, Peace, peace, when there ß 


with their own m ce However we know 


that we are juſtified by faith, and have peace W 


God; through: our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Now wherg 
true faith, i is, there is true hope, nd love, yea every | 
grace of the Spirit; and to ftrengthen this faith, 


the death of its divine object is ſet forth as evident - 5 


I crucified, ſo that we take, and eat, in remem«: 


45 * brance that Chriſt died for us, ang) we feed upon. F 


« him by faith with thankſgivi O, Wel nee 
this ſenſible refreſhment! Fr ki fill 
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perhaps by an ungodly man, and throwing a little 


peace; no peace with God, nor properly ſpealtiliihe. 


ed with many, 7 


| 
AT | 
wy - . bs) 


* 


5 N 11 Ws 3 
| Ca ti; arp and frong; which'are esl 
culated to weigh down and deprefs the inner man, 
and- ſurely to diſcourage the ſervants of God in 
- their way to Tion; and therefore if we mean to 
- Kbep our head above water there muſt be a conſtant 
looking to Jeſus the author, till he become the fin- 
iber of our faith: the ſaints overcome the great 
red dragon by the blood of the Lamb; tbat is, by 
- faitt-in- that blood, and fo muſt we, ſeeing we have 
the fame red dragon to combat with. Human na- 
ture is frail' and ſtands in need of divine ſupport, 
| and-if the fout is alive to God it feels that need, and 
where is it to be found but in Jeſus ? I amy ſays be, 
- the bread of li; the bread which came dum from hia- 
denz be that cats of this bread ſhall live for ever. Here 
is the” true nouriſhment of » never dying fou}, by 
| which it is ſtrengthened in its warfare; and this is 
bes is particularly held out in the Lord's Supper. 
9. Tue eating of that bread, and drinking of that 
cup is a tokem of dur commuuion with Chriſt and 
| fdlowſhip one with another. Herein is neither Jem 
Greek, male or female, bond or free, but we 
ue al one in Chriſt Jeſus, The cup of bleffing, which 
able, which we pray for a blefling upon, and for 
hien we give thanks, is it not the communion of the | 
ori? The bread which w0e break is it nat the | 
mann of the body of Chrift 8 Fer | we being mmm 
ee one bread, and one body, for we are all part aters  * 
that ane bread: ® Fur know ye of that your budies a 


| members of Ci. He that is joined tothe Lord is | 

| ont ſpirit. Now ye are the body of Chr i and members 

| i= particular. 4 The viſible church on earth is an 

organized” body, in which every pillar, or officer, 

bach its *appointed- place, as alſo every ſtone or 

wember; and care is to be taken that every mem- 
* 9 e RE har, | 


Ie ay ation be Git for e plat,” Ae St. 
peter ſays, Ye alſo as lively flanes are built u a ſpir- 
itual: houſe, an holy prieſthood to offer up ſpiritual ſacri- 
fees acceſyable to Godby Jeſus Cbri.— But qe are 
choſen generation, a royal priefibood, an holy nation, 4 
preuliar prople 3 that ye ſhould ſhew forth the praiſis of 
him who hath called you out of darkneſs into his marvel- 
lus light. * The nineteenth article is & very pro- 
per definition of the church of Chriſt, and a-very *_ 
clear proof that the national church, as a body, is not 
the church of Chrift, Take ſpecial notice of the 
worde. The viſible church of Chriſt is a con- 
« gregation of faithful mon, in which the pure wurd 

of God is preached, and the ſacraments be guy 
<« adminiſtered according to Cbriſſ's ordinance\ in alli 
« thoſe things that of neceſſity belong to the ſame.” 
"Now 1 aſk any ſenſible, candid man, who has read. 
his bible, fads Bitte of chives hiſtory; and thought 
thereon. Is this the caſe with the eſtabliſhed. 
church ? Where is that particular aſſembly of them, 
what pariſh church throughout the kingdom, where 
the communicants are a congregation of faithful  . 
mer, anf there the pure word of God is preached, 
and where the ſacraments are duly adminifttred, 
according to Chrif?'s ordinance ? Is that-minifter a 
faithful man, that is, one that has faith in Chriſt, 
and faithful in his duty, Who will hunt, play cards, 
go to plays, horſe races, balls, and aſſemblies ; m 
is a. pot companion with the men of the world 21 
think fem will ſay he is. Then here is a. fl in 
the chief pillar, Surely this ;unfaithful ſhepherd 
will have an unfaithful flock. The old —_— 
de verified, Like people; Sike pris. c Or can , 
think thoſe faithful men who. go to the Lord's table 
1 to be qualified-for-a. place in the revenue, or 
. er Me N 444% 4 filial 1 
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aries in the army, or ſome 4 * f 
Frese lucrative office? Or ſuch as can curſe and 
wear, or accompany: their compliant vicar or curate? 
in their ſcenes of folly, Or can we ſay the goſpel 
is purely preached where Chriſt is ſcarcely named; 
but where a phantom called reaſon, is put in the 
Place of Chriſt, faith or the new birth? Will you 
call that, the goſpel, which frequently tidicules 
experimental religion under odious names, ſuch as 
enthuſiaſm, fanaticiſm, inſanity and the like? Has 
not this chriſtleſs preaching well. nigh made moſt of 
« &boſe ſtructures called churches! heatben temples? 
Where: does our Lord authorize ſuch men to preach 
uch doftrine? Nay, does he not forbid them! 
( Haln I. 6.) Does he not ſay,” / ſent them not nr 
commanded them, therefore they ſhall not profit this ber. 
da ſaitb the Lord. Can there be any communion 
Wich either people or preacher of this ſtamp? What 
union hath light with darkness, or he that 
with an infidel ? Ow ſuch, aſs pot 
Br no, not cot. T 
- But thete is a communion, a divine Abos, 
; "with the children of God, begotten of the ſame - 
Father, and born of the ſame Spirit, bearing the 
dame yoke, and fighting againſt the ſame enemies, 
enliſted under the ſame: banner, and travelling to 
te ſame country; and all living upon the ſame 
bread of life, that bread © which came down from 
ene the fleſh of the Son of Man which is meat 
n and that blood Which is d ink indeed, be- 
ing all partakers of that one bread of which this 
ordinance is à ſacred emblem. Herein: they can 
5 et their amen to that ſolemm prayer, that they 
fr all may be one, as thou Father art in me and! 
40 in thee; that they ifo ma be ons i us. } 
. TY Te Xxili. ELLE * 1 ary: v. 1 'F Jha at; 1 | 
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we wall in 3 is in the light, ve 

zue ſellodyſhip one with another, and the blood of | : 

«fas Chriſt bis Som cleanſeth us from all fin, ® ?“ 

6 In'eating that bread,” and drinking that cup, 

e profeſs to give up our ſelves entirely to him who! 

jed for us. : For we are not our own, We are 

ought with a price; and therefore are called to 

Horify God in our bodies and ſpirits which are the 

ord's; And certainly this would be virtually done 

we were quite filent, but it is formally done, by | 
ry communicant in the church of England, in 

s ſolemn words as can be. Hence we find 

hem uſing theſe ſtriking expreſſions, And here 

we offer and preſent unto thee, O Lord, ourſelve, 

* our ſouls and bodies, to be a reaſonable; holy, 

© and lively ſacrifice” unto thee; that all we who 

ate partakers of this holy communion may be 

+ filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction!? ? 

n words we. cannot be mote expreſs, or ſpeak more 

o the purpoſe,” and draw a very weighty obligation 

pon ourſelves, and thereby bind ourſelves by a 

molt awful vow, to be entirely devoted unto' the - | 

Lord. Not only fo, but in ſome reſpects we call 

upon the celeſtial hoſt to witneſs for or againſt us 

in the ſame, ' ſaying, ** Therefore with angels ang 

**.archangels, and with all the company of heaven 

we laud and.magnify thy glorious name; © eyers- © > 

moro praiſing thee, and ſaying, Holy, holy, holy, 

— God of boſts, heaven and earth are full of. 

y glory,” Glory be to thee O Lord moſt higbꝰ 
Amen,” If this be the language of the heart it 

will be ſeen in tha life; but if otherwiſe, what words 

can ſufficiently :deſcribe the perſidy and hypocriſy 

of ſuch a procedute? Vea ſuch an one condemns 

himſelf: ur ith histowu mouth; aud calls angeles ane 

9; , ß archangelss 
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ti fake up our croſs and follow a deſpiſed: maſle; 
The breach. is made up, and we ratify the ſolemg 
WIE treaty by fitting at his table and eating: and drink, 
lag in remombrance that Chriſt died for us, and. w 
tied on him in our hearts by faith with thankſgiving 
| Suck are the blefſed-ends of this divine ordinance, 
II. It is now time to attend to the ſecand thing 
F - propoſed, namely, the qualifications which are ne. 
 » ceflazy in all who are willing to communicate pro- 
fitably, and here. the text ſays, Let a. man examin 
. Iimſeff: | Examine himſelf! How weighty, and 36 
how. hard But what is the rule by which he is U 
Stamina t the bible, undoubtedly, the only and ub 
Fieient rule, both of our faith and practice. 


Doo be a little particular here. 1. It is neceſſa 
| that he 8 examine his own. Rr of di 
and exicieatio religious matters j our needful know 
wege, like our-ncedful. food, lies very open to every 
| honeſt enquirer ; and though the things of God an 
deep and myſterious, yet, where there ig ſincerity, 
ad goſpel fimplicity, God will not leave ſuch a 
one in the dark; bis Spirit will guide him into a 
couch, and if needs be he ſhall not want an out wat 
„ * teacher, We find an honeſt eunuch, a man of f. 
gure and dignity, reading his bible, though: fitting 
in his chariot, perhaps glad, to catch the quiet ſex 
"fon far chat purpoſe. It is plain his underſtanding 
of dine things was but dark, for though he wi 
"neading that remarkable chapter, the fifty · third o 
Iſaiah, yet be did not know of whom, the prophet 
as ſpeaking,” whether- of bim ſalf or of ſimie ober 
but having an ear far divine inſtruction, God ſent 
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In him of whom he heard; was baptized. and went | 
ph his way / tejoicing. Another inſtance of the 
ne kind we ſee in Cornelius, the centurion, who 
Was an honeſt ſeeker into divine truth, and as he 7 
xs faſting and praying for heavenly wiſdom, an 
angel is ſent to him, Who orders him to ſend for 
eter uuhv Hold dechare unto him what he ought to de. 4 - 
e ſee: hom God honours the meſſengers of the 
The angel might have told Cornelius 
Me bis Toft for Potnr to do; but we fee God is 
leaſed to honour a goſpel miniſtry, and uſe mini- 
ters of his on appointing—that though the wiſe 
nd prudent: the things of eternity, yet are 
y revealed 1 nto babes 3 for ſo it ſeemeth good io 
er of mereies. This leading branch of 
Eh af is very humbling z it is ſuch a diſcovery 
ff a man to himſelf as ſtains the pride of all his 
: glory and lays his honour. in. the duſt, in that he 
eels himſelf full of wounds and br uiſes and putr ify- | l 
ng fores ; add the! more he knows of himſelf the 
_ cauſt he feels to be dane in uſt dof * 4 
Indeed the human beart, with the manifold 
| wdngs and windings of iniquity found therein, 
hay be compared to the prophet Ezekiel's chambers 4 
| N bad he beheld one group 
oO! abominations, hut it was faid unto him, turn the 
eee, ond: thou halt foe greater abominations lx 
. | Thus be ſees the doctrine of the fall, r 
ither feels it in bis own poor diſeaſed ſoul, and if 
atly tallies with what he reads, in the book of | 
od, He reads Fer from within, out of the. heart of © 
y proceed" evil thoughts,  adulteries, farnications,. © _ 
rs, ay wee \ wickedneſs, 2 [a x, | 
Fi REIN VM 
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et; an evil 1 Blaſphemy, pride Pulling; 
5 theſe evil things come from within. and defils the man i 
It is equally neceſſary. for him to know that þ 
cannot 5 himſelf, and that by the righteous |; 
| © of God he is doomed to die everlaſtingly; that! 
© *eannot redeem his ſoul, or give to G6d a ranſom 
either himfelf or bis brother, That the Ethiopi 
dean as ſoon change his black ſkin, or the Leop 
his pots, as that he who is accuſtomed. to do ei 
mould learn to do well. He muſt then enquire; 
what light he views his Saviour, or what his ide 
* may de of redemption by the blood of an incatm 
God. Does he conſider that it is the Lamb of Gt 
Which taketh away the ſins of the world, that Jeſy 
— crod the wine - preſs alone, and of the people ü 
were none with him; and that by the blood of i 
covenant alone the priſoners ſhall be brought out] 
"the pit in which there is no water? Has he a cial 
ſcriptural view of all the'offites which Chriſt ſ 
tains, as -prophet, prieft,* and king? Does he ſeehi 
as the way, the truth and the life? | The hs 
for a poot ruined ſinner to come to God ? Hah 
'a tolerable idea of the dignity of his perſon, 0888 
the fulinefs of the Godhead dwells bodily in hi 
that all things were made by him, and without hi 
— hothing was made? 80 that without controverh 
great is the myſtery of godlineſs, God manifelt 
- ._ the fleſh, Has he a proper conception of juſtifics 
: tion by faith, faith in that blood which was 5 
for ruined and undone ſinners, and by which thei 
fins are fully expiated ? Now this kind of knows 
Wes a man may obtain who hears the goſpel a 
is ſimple hearted, though he be no. ſcholar ; 2 
though he cannot read a letter, ſo that if he peril 
4 for lack of knowledge it is his own fault, 


Mark vü. 215 225 23. $ Plalm xlix, m4 1 


pl, 


L 4 


. 11 
2 He ſhould examine his repentance. If it is 
ie that all have ſinned, then it is equally true 
hat all need tepentance. And indeed ſo we are 
ld, For at the times of ignorance God winked ; but” 
v hath commanded all men every where to repent. ®. 
low wherever there is real repentance there will be 
incere ſorrow for fin, according to the degree of 
nſibility the penitent feels, and that is a ſacrifice ' 
l pleafing to God; for the ſacrifices of God are 
broken ſpirit ; a broken and a contrite heart Gd 
ill not deſpiſe. Whatever depth of ſorrow there 
day be in the · penitent, we are very certain he will | 
ſake his fin.z he will “ not diſſtmble or cloak it 
ore the face of Almighty God; for he that 
prereth his fin ſhall not proſper; but he that n- 
ſeth and for ſaketh his for, he. ſhall obtain mercy. He 
uſt, in the very nature of things, forſake his ſin: - 
dr_his ſervants-we are to whom we obey, whether © 
f ſin unto death, or obedience unto righteouſneſs. - 
le cannot ſerve two maſters," If he ſincerely ſeeks + 
elus he will let his fins go. He will deliver up his 
ang ſins; the pleaſure of them is gone; he is + 
in to that wherein he was held, and is led captive 
it no more. He will ſacrifice his profitable ſins, 


zows the word df God condemns. And if there be 
ay honour or credit in diſhonouring the Moſt H igh, - 
e humbly lays it at the foot of the croſs; ſo that ae 
nay count all things but loſs for the excellency of 
knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus his Saviour and Lord. 
3. But the fincere- communicant muſt examine 
"A faith; . ſeeing. without faith, we cannot pleaſe. 
od j and the loweſt degree is, thut he that cometh * 


Ul them who diligently ſeek him. N. But this is only ther 
77 e + Heby xi. 6 * fach pinch 


is ſinful gain: he cannot purſue that which he = 


God muſt belleve that be is; and is the rewarder-of # - © 


— _— 


» kalk of an heathen, thus thr ihe ae But u 


Fe. faketh away the fins of the 
up on the- croſs, like the braz 


Pole, 
. that whoſoever believeth in him may not periſh but 


done, that we might believe that Jeſus is the Chrift, th 

Sen of God, and in believing we might have life thray 
+ tis name. 4 No let the communicant examin 
what confidence he has in that adorable Redeeme; 
whether he cordially receives him for his wiſdon, 

. righteouſneſs, ſanctiſication and redemption. Dd 


- not only thy fins, but doſt thou renounce thine on 
 , Highteouſaeſs too? Canſt thou feelingly ſay, + 


a beauty are, my glorious dreſs = 
4 - © *Midfit flaming worlds in theſe array d. 4 
Wb joy mall I lift up my head: | 
Daoſt thou hear bim call the weary and the hea) 
laden to come to bim; and that ſuch as come h 

will in no wiſe caft out? Art thou then looking y 

to him now? Does not that bread, now broken, us 

for thee, and cruſh'd beneath the load of thy nb- 
merous offences? O look I look at that awful agony! 

2 See that amazing ſufferer } Hearken to that mol 


| . forſaken me ! Once again, I ſay look ; ſee blood and 
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faith of a chriſtian muſt behold God in Chrift re 
cilin the world unto himſelf, not imputing their tre/paſy 
anto them. He muſt. behold the Lamb of God v 
Id. „Chriſt was li 
ſerpent upon d 
and now he-is elevated: upon the goſpel pc 


everlaſling life. + For all things were written u 


thou believe him an able Saviour ? Doſt thou bs 
lieve him a willing Saviour? Doſt thou renoung 


.« Jeſus, thy blood and righteouſneſs, - 


a finger, point to thy Saviour, broken upon the cui 


dolefut cry, My God! My God ? why haſt that 


1 flow mingled down ! O my fins ! my crud 
8 what have ye done !, O bat dove on 


[ug ] | 
ſortow! Sorrow and love mingled together Rent, 
rent hard heart ! give way thou curſed unbelief 
Heaven weeps that man may ſmile! Heaven 
bleeds that man may never die! Lord, what is 
mad, that thou ſhouldeſt thus be mindful of him 
O let thy dying love conſtrain the outcaſts to come 
in, and let my worthleſs heart abide in 'thee for ever. 


4. But it is highly neceſſary that the believer 


ſhould examine his frame and temper, when he eats 
that bread and drinks that cup; for while he com- 
memorates the death of his meek and lowly Savioun, 
Should not the ſame bleſſed mind be in him which 
was alſo in Chrift Jeſus? Should not he be a rich 
partaker of all the paſſive graces of the divine Spirit, 
and become the true imitator of him who hath leſt 
him the brighteſt example ? who'did no fin, nor 
was guile ſound in his mouth, who when he was 
reviled, reviled not again, and when he fuffered he 
threatened not ? The term Lamb, ſo frequently gi- 
ven to our Saviour, is not only figurative of the 
atonement: which he made, but alſo expreflive of his 
holy, harmleſs nature; we ſcarce know any animal 
more inoffenſive than a lamb z true emblem of che 
precious Lamb of God. And is not that the very 
appellation which he gives to all his followers? ? 
they are in many places termed ſheep, and he is 
called their Shepherd; * and in ſome places | 
are termed lambs, + Now ſhould not theſe ſheep, 
theſe lambs expreſs that very nature of which their 
names ſhould be an emblem? Moſt certainly they 
ought; yes, to lay afide all malice, and all guile, and 
| and envies, and all evil ſpeakings. Ai m. 
— babes. to defire the ſincere milk of the word,” that 
they may grow thereby, n thy have tofted thet the | 


ne xii 8 beck, 8 
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n They ſhould pur on; as the clit of 


Gee, bowels of mercies, kindneſs, humbleneſs of mind, 
meekneſs, long fuffering. Forbearing one another, and 


1 Above all put on love, which it 


© the bond of perfefineſs. Thus alſo ſhould the peace 
' of God rule in their hearts ſo that they may be thankful, 
Such-tempers clearly ſhew to whom we belong, and 
into what Spirit we are baptized, a clear manifeſta- 
| tion whoſe image and ſuperſeription we bear. 
3. If we are conſcious of giving any juſt oecaſion 
of offence,” of injuring any one in word or deed, 
there ſhould be a readifieſs to acknowledge the of. 
fence and alſo to put it away, While we are re- 
ceiving the bleſſed ſea! of our pardon there muſt not 
de a continuing of the offence, . well knowing that 


dur bleſſed, Saviour-came not to ſave us in our fins, 


dut to ſave us from them. Or if we have received 


an injury or offence there ſhould be a readineſs to 


forgive. Bleſs- them that curſe you; do good to 
them that hate you; and pray ſor them that deſpite- 
fully uſe you and perſecute you. Thus may you 
evidence yourſelves to be the children of your Fa- 
ther Who is in heaven. Then if thine enemy hun- 


ger, feed him; if he thirſt, give him drink, 10 ſhalt 


thou heap coals of fire on his head. 
i 6, We are called to examine what our Ani 
may be: how we intend to demean ourſelves for the 
future. If we proſeſs to dedicate our ſelves to God 

in that divine ordinance, in what manner do we in- 


tend to live? Cloſe examination will diſcover man) 
things which haye been amiſs in the time paſt, and 
the diſcovery. of thoſe fatal by- paths ſhould' be 2 
Sufficient inducement. to ſhun them, and this call“ 
foria holy reſolution ſo to du. Thus we find the 
r Der to take hogs ES 
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might jot..of end.* Bu then, remember, there muſt | 
be a taking, hold of divine ſtrength or our refolu- * 
ts pile like a chread when it is touched by the 
fire, Fhrough Chriſt ſtrengthening me, I can do 
all things ; but, truly, of myſelf I can do nothing. 
No; I muſt be ſtrengthened by his Spirit's might 
in the inner man, ſo ſhall I prevail, and be more 
than eongueror through him who loved me. We 
ſee” in that admirable ſong of thankſgiviug, che 
eighteenth pſalm, all the yiRtories which the pfalmꝰ 
It had obtained, the honour is entirely aſcribed to 
the living God. Hence he compounds a bright aſ- 5 
ſemblage of epjthets taken from the different Wa- 
pons of wär, and applies ; them to his Almighty 7 
Helper, Tf Lord is my. rock, and my fortreſs, and my 
deliverer ; my God, my ſtrengib in whom I truſt; W 
buckler, andthe horn of my ſalvation, and my high tower, 
Thus will glory be given to whom it is juſtly due, 
and chat ig to Jacob's mighty God. Indeed we-are > 
ſuſicienty apprized of that in the caſe of, Iſrael of 
old... For.thqugh they bad juſt taken, Jericho, and, 
Auſhed with-y/Qory, marched to Ai, with very great | 
confidence; but ſin, prevarication, having crept.in 
among them, Jehovah was diſpleaſed, and he drew - 
back his helping hand; and what was the conſe- 
quence? they were ſmitten and fled from before he 
men of Ai; Mherefors the hearts of the people melted 
and became as water. f The true image of our felvegy/ 
And on the other hand, what could withſtand them 
when the Lord was on their ſide ? Nothing. Na- 
tions and Kingdoms gathering together were no- 
} thing, he who ſitteth in the heavens laughed them ts 
to ſcorn ; the Lord had them in deriſion. Such a 
ſeries af cenqueſts I defy.any, other hiſtory for e: 
hibicing, as we meet with in the tenth chaptgt elf 
Fun zxxix. . + Joſhua vi. 3. — Jolſuay. 
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| | many 

sog the reff the abominabte Rich of trag ſubſted> | 

- HYatioh, by Which the God ef heaven was homibly | 
-* Mfulted, and the fimple people ſhametully impoſed | 
pon; nd for the Genyisg of which deu many 
 Pirilhed in the flames. Bat fill, Ne the death & | 
ore deſtructive monſter, "Whoſe vile carenſe Jeaves © 
. favour in the con Lin #o, thowph the 
Heuſt of tranſubſtantiation lein, yet there is he 
30 carraſe of conſubſtantiation, "the image of che 
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2 the golpel affpen ation. How cheap, Hmple and 
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ler of all 


we types having wn to put fd by the fa 
enter of Hime, the glorious Nut of Righteonfneſ 
be riſth all thoſe Aouds are for ever difperſed. 
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© beaff, if podle a more unintelligible”) jargon than 


the other, left behind. I have ſomtimes deen aſt⸗ 


"ntl "what is eonſubſtantiation? But I realy could 


ever tell. —I can tell whar they ſay it is but ff 
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ings of fathers; I think we ſhould be careful * 
| we ſet them up in oppoſitſon to the word of God. 


ated to chis. 1 ths 8 
formality of conſecration, and by laying hands on «1 


the Hlements, and muttering a few. words over them, 
we EY raughe to believe that ſome. degree af wy os 


38 Wi . 1 1 
9 mean. Wed rel 


punicated. to the bread and wine 
3 nſecrator is a. very unholy man. Mn 


lecrater were. With to give a validity to. the 
Lord's Supper, It is en. believed that the... 


primitive. e communicated every day, bs 8 8 
that is a ſufficient proof to me that the ordinance # 


did not requ e the preſence of. miniſters, for | ap- 
prehend Pope 

every place where believers were, Wherever 2nums+ 
ber of pioug ſouls were met together, who were ad 


doubt but there were perſons among them who could 


aſk the divine benediction upon the ordinance, as 


they had the promiſe of their Saviour to be in the 


midſt, ind thus eat and drink in remembrance of . 
their dying Lord,, and did by faith diſcern their dar 


viour's body broken for them. No doubt but when 


that, as well. ag other parts of worſhip; but 1 fill 


cell upon any man to prove from ſcripture that their . 
' preſence was abſolutely, neceſſary to give validity to.” 
the ordinance, TI. ſay, let them pre n 


miniſters were preſent they would take the lead in ; | 


— is leaving the word of God to follow Wn 
eraditions of men + 1 can find nothing of this en- 
kecration of bread and wine in the new teſtament; 

nor does it appear that ſuch a conſecration, or colty' 


mitted as. members of the church by baptiſm, . no 


from the new, teſtament. As for other legende, let 


them be called-apoftolic. canons, or epiſties, or write |. 
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© kpowing the ſtate of the*communicints'? .T appres 

bend A This is yet attended unto'in the ür 

of Scotland,” Day, | and 1 belieye in all the proteſtarf 

chbrcbes abroad ; yea ſomething of chte And is f 

the church of Rome; only, it is miſerablyiperverted 

„ by making, it into an auricular confeffion; *and* the 

| 5 receiving prieftly abſolurion;.* There, diſeipline % 

p- 4 turned into a hocrid abuſe. "But rhe right ufe mou 

. maintained, and the abuſe àvoided. At any rate 

5 lens ſhould have tolerable, apprehenſions of the Y 

4 hing which cannot be expected without in true 

nk and diſcipline, and they ought to be regular i? 

* "their lives. Lefs than this cannot be diſpenſed with 

-,. upog the. prin neiples of the word of God. To Wl 

> "th the forwer caſe a little, has been the defigü 

the preceding diſcoutle; what ſucceſs it may haves 

_ heardes, and time muſt make manifeſt. Al 

3 3 Healthy, As we Hall ete long be judged ourſelvei! 

= I bert Eth us to be very ſerious in divine high 

ue more elpecially in thoſe ſolemnities' i in wil 

_ - We;profeſs. confidence in a dying Saviour, and lies 

Wiſe 'avow : butſelves to he devoted unto." hiahl 

"IS - Lot a mi that is every. man, examine bimelf, and k} 
Ie bim eat of that” bread, and drin of that" cup. 

* theſe memorials of à blesding Saviour, lead the fn 

NDS ner unto binn, and confirm his faith in him dai 

let it EXCite” gratitude . and 1 thankſgiving from d 

8 o that he may do this in” remembrane 

Ed death and pation till he is raiſed From'this' dat 

3 1 to view, in the realms of unclouded- bliſs ill 

* once cracified, | but now exalted Sayjcur, wall 

Vicht 417 8 * 1 
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